Minutes of the Vestry
St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, Windham Center, CT
12 November 2017
Call to order – 11:48 am Lynne Ide
Present – Lynne Ide, Beth Nelson, Jim Russel, Donovan Reinwald, Virginia Fulton (left meeting at 2:00
pm, Fr. John Burton (left meeting at 2:00 pm), George Younger, Gordon Muir, Rebecca Stearns (left
meeting at 1:30 pm)
Reports
1. Treasurer – Budget is staying with predictions. Expected revenue of $101,000, income to
date is $89,000. In October, building fund received extra funds which helped cover expenses.
All of the work to add water to the garden was paid for by donations to the garden fund. Audit
will be complete this month, by outside auditor – Mark McHue. G. Muir working on the next
budget, does not expect any major changes.
G. Younger moved and J. Russel seconded to pay Eric Sabo $2795 out of the building fund for
work done on the church.
Discussion – D. Reinwald stated that he was impressed with how quickly the work was done. G.
Muir added that Allen donated gravel and the Mott’s helped as well.
Motion passes unanimously.
Closing on Rectory has been completed on the books and the final repairs for the plumbing will
show on the next report.
2. Property – Scaffolding has been moved to complete work on the south side of the church
which needed repairs, and was further damaged in the storm. There has been a donation to
cover the work needed from an anonymous parishioner to complete the sealing of the church
attic.
The vestry would like to thank the Mott Family, including the children Kurt and Derek; George
and Eric Sabo; and Allen Miller for their dedication to St. Paul’s and hard work on the property
repairs.
A future project may include painting inside of windows and purchasing storm windows to
protect the panes and insulate the church.
3. Parish Life – Note cards produced by Emil Higginbotham have continued to sell. Christmas
desserts will coincide with the greening of the church. Search continues for replacement for
Parish Life seat.

4. Mission – The bulletin board co-created by V. Fulton, Fr. John and Dana Kessler has been a
great reflection of the each of the outreaches that St. Paul’s is active with.
5. Vicar – There will be an Advent program run by KC Burton this year on Mondays. Review of
the Vicar’s health insurance is in order for possibilities to save on expenses and find better
coverage. Fr. John will be helping the Parish in Yantic on Christmas Eve with their 5:30 pm
service. G. Muir noted that Fr. John is well respected in the community and we are proud to
share him with other Parishes. Baptism planned for Easter vigil.
6. Stewardship – At the end of the month of gratitude the pledge cards will be sent out. L. Ide
and D. Reinwald will share the sermon at the end of the month. They will continue to find ways
to share the Parish members' gratitudes. D. Reinwald will work on a letter to thank individuals
who have pledged, as well as solicit pledges and Time & Talent sheets, to be sent out at the
end of November.
Vicarage Decision – After much discussion, the vestry voted on the disposition of the net proceeds
from the sale of the Rectory.
The motion was made by G. Muir and seconded by D. Reinwald: That the Parish of St. Paul's, Windham
Center shall donate twenty percent of the net proceeds from the sale of the Rectory to the Town of
Windham, earmarked for use by the Town's social services department to provide aid to those in need.
The motion passed by a vote of 6-1, with one member absent.
Voting in favor of the motion: Lynne Ide, Gordon Muir, Beth Nelson, Jim Russel, George Younger and
Donovan Reinwald. Virginia Fulton voted against the motion. Rebecca Stearns was present for the
discussion leading up to the vote, but she had to leave the meeting before the motion was made and
voted upon. Father John was present for the discussion, but does not have a vote in Vestry decisions.
Next Vestry Meeting: Sunday, December 10 - 11:30 am – 1:30 pm in the Parish Hall
Adjournment at 2:14 pm

